
 

West Berkshire Council Licensing Sub Committee 13 January 2022 

 Licensing Sub-Committee Report 
 

Spoons Coffee Shop Ltd, Unit 7, The Colonnade, 
Overdown Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6PR, 
(21/01001/LQN) 

Type of Application: Application to Vary a Premise Licence 

Parish: Tilehurst 

Ward Members: Councillors Rick Jones, Tom Marino and Andy Williamson 

Case Officer: David Macey, Licensing Officer 

Portfolio Holder: 
Councillor Hilary Cole, Executive Member for Housing and 

Transformation 

Head of Service: Eric Owens, Service Director – Development and Regulation 

1. Purpose of the Report 

1.1 To set out the background information pertaining to this Licensing Application to vary 

 an existing premise licence. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 Members are asked to decide whether to:- 

a)  Grant the application to vary the premises licence as made, subject to any 
mandatory conditions; 

b)  Grant the application to vary the premises licence, subject to any additional 
conditions and any mandatory conditions; 

c)  Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application 

to vary relates; 

d)  Refuse the application to vary the premises licence; 

Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are asked to make a decision at the end 
of the hearing after all relevant parties have been given the opportunity to speak. 
Members must give reasons for their decision. 

3. Background 

3.1 Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are asked to determine the Application to 

vary the premises licence as the Licensing Authority has received a representation, 
which has not been withdrawn, raising concerns which appear to relate to the 
prevention of public safety and the prevention of public nuisance licensing objectives. 

3.2 The Licensing Authority may only consider aspects relevant to the application that 
 have been raised in these representations. 
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3.3 Where representations have been received from a responsible authority or any other 
person, and the concerns have not been resolved through mediation between all 
parties, the Licensing Act 2003 requires that these applications should be determined 

by the Licensing Authority’s Licensing Committee. The Licensing Act 2003 allows for 
applications such as this one to be delegated to a Sub-Committee. 

4. Application 

4.1 The Licensing Authority had received an application, from Spoons Coffee Shop Ltd 
for a variation to an existing premise licence in relation to Spoons Coffee Shop Ltd, 

Unit 7, The Colonnade, Overdown Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6PR. This 
application had been recorded under reference number 21/01001/LQN. The 

reference for the existing licence is 19/00975/LQN. 

4.2 A copy of the original licence is attached at Appendix 1 which includes a site plan. 
The application to vary the premise licence is attached at Appendix 2. Additional 

maps are included at appendix 3. 

4.3 The premise, under its existing licence, is permitted to supply alcohol for both on and 

off site consumption during the following times: 

Monday to Friday: 07h00 to 16h00 

Saturday: 08h00 to 13h00 

4.4 In addition to the mandatory conditions the existing licence includes additional 
conditions agreed with Thames Valley Police which were agreed at a hearing relating 

to: 

 CCTV; 

 Staff Training; 

 Age Verification Policy; 

 Notices at exits; 

 Pre-employment checks for staff. 
 

4.5 The application is to vary a premises licence under the Licensing Act 2003. The 
applicant has set out in the application that the opening hours of the premises would 

be 07h00 to 00h00 Monday through to Saturday and 09h00 to 23h00 on Sundays. 
The applicant is seeking to be able to play recorded music during these hours indoors. 
The application requests that late night refreshments are authorised to be served 

from 23h00 to 0h00 Monday through to Saturday both indoors and outdoors in their 
enclosed private garden. The application also seeks to vary the licence to permit the 

sale of alcohol for on premise consumption from 07h00 to 0h00 Monday through to 
Saturday and 09h00 to 23h00 on Sundays.  

 

4.6 The applicant has explained that the premise is currently being used as a coffee shop 
that is permitted to serve alcohol which seats around 45 covers. They would like to 

open in the evenings and on Sundays as a restaurant or bistro serving food and 
alcohol.  

4.7 The premises are situated at the eastern end of a row of businesses (marked on the 

map and shown in the street view). These are in order an Indian restaurant, a 
hairdressers, a Co-op supermarket, a vets, a Chinese takeaway, property letting 
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agency, a chemist, and a surgery next to Spoons. In front of the businesses is a free 
customer car park. The nearest residential property is 2 Tring Road. 

5. Consultation 

5.1 The 28 day consultation period ran from 19 November 2021 to 16 December 2021.  
Responsible Authorities, Ward Members and the Parish Council were first advised by 

email on the 08 November 2021. The start of the consultation was delayed due to a 
misunderstanding around the requirements associated with the blue notices. The 
revised dates were circulated to the relevant parties. The application has been 

advertised in accordance with the regulations, with the required blue notices being 
placed at the premises and checked by an officer from the Public Protection 

Partnership in December 2021 and that an advert had been placed in the Reading 
Chronicle on the 25 November 2021.  

5.2 During the consultation, an objection was received from Tilehurst Parish Council. A 

copy of the representation is attached at Appendix 4. 

5.3 In objecting to the application, the Parish Council noted that the premise is a valued 

and much used coffee shop. The Members of the Parish Council were however 
concerned about the application to vary the premise licence. The Parish Council were 
concerned about the impact the extended hours would have on neighbours who lived 

in close proximity to the premise. They noted that the premise did not currently have 
planning permission to operate for the hours being applied for. The Parish Counci l 

also raised concerns about potential lack of toilets on the premise. 

5.4 The Parish Council had suggested some conditions to be applied in the event that 
Members were minded to approve the variation. 

6. Responses Received: 

 Fire Authority – None 

 
        The Chief Officer of Police Thames Valley – None 
 

 Environmental Health - None 
 

 The Local Enforcement Agency for the Health and Safety at work etc. Act 1974 – 
 None 
 

 The Weights and Measures Authority/Trading Standards – None 
 

 Children’s Safeguarding Board – None  
 
 Public Health - None 

 
 Home Office Immigration - None 

 
 Planning - None 
 

 The Licensing Authority – None 
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7. Options 

7.1 The Home Office’s Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 
2003 (April 2018) must be taken into account when determining this Application. 

7.2 Members are asked to consider, after taking the representations both oral and written 
into account, and having due regard to the licensing objectives, whether the 

application to vary the premise licence should be granted or rejected. Members will 
need to give reasons for their decision. 

7.3 If Members are minded to approve the application they need to consider any 

additional conditions, other than those contained in the operating schedule, agreed 
with the parties and any relevant mandatory conditions in ss19-21 of the Licensing 

Act 2003 that they may wish to attach to the licence. 

7.4 If Members are minded to include any additional conditions they will need to provide 
their reasons for doing so in the decision notice. 

 

Background Papers: 

(1) The Licensing Act 2003, appropriate Regulations, Statutory Revised 
 Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003  

(2) The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy Licensing Act 2003 

(3) The Council’s Constitution 

(4) Planning Application: 

http://planning.westberks.gov.uk/rpp/index.asp?caseref=19/00884/FUL 

(5) Previous Licensing Hearing: 
http://decisionmaking.westberks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=227&MId=5516

&Ver=4 

 

 

8. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Existing Licence 
Appendix 2 – Application 

Appendix 3 – Plans 
Appendix 4 – Objection 
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